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“Dr. Ernst Bergﬁnann, uhalmaﬁ of the Israel Atoptc Fnergy Commission,
“was guerled yesterday on he" sibject of s “attributed by the
) Jerusalem Post, in its dissue of February 4, 1958 to M, Francois Benard,
former French Imsuer for Foreign Affairs, on the subject of exclr*ang,eo
~between Israel and France in the fileld of atomic energy. M, Benard is
.reported to have said that France wss supplying Israel's uranium needs
o din exchanbc for the results of "imporbent d:z.scovemes in atomic research
- for peace” made by Israel‘! scs_gn‘tlsts. -

Dr. Bergmann duclared flatly tbat M, Benard did not know what he wag

talking abouts. He said Isrcel had an agreement with France for the exchange .

~ of informatiicn only concerning uranium chemistry and the productlon of

. heavy water. Under the agreement Israel was recelving unpublish_ed. reports
fI‘O""l :‘rc.nce on peaceful applications of uranium, and was allowed to send.
students to study in this field at French scientific institutions. The
agreement made no pmm&on for the supply of uranium by France, nor had
Israel ever received any from her. He emphagized that Israel's only sources
of vranium were her own phosphate deposits, from which she was exbracting
uranium, and the United atates, widich was supplying her with U-235 and U-238
for a research reactor, | (See ._mbassy Despateh 532, March 3 l%&)

Tsrael also is a member, with France and .t::nglané of a trmartlte
accwd for research and development on heavy wa.ter, he saids '

i}r. Berg:mnn sas.ci both agreemenﬁs werse 1mt>ubllshed and that he
was wable to orov1de the reportlng officer with a couy. of e:ather«

Dre Bergmann d:.rrressed to comment vebement];yf on an article in a local -
-paper quobting the Londen Sunday Observer of April é to. the effect that
France would soon produce ruclear weapons and bhem would try, alone or
with her ally Israel, to exert stronger pressure on.the Arabs. He said
there was absolutely no Toundabion for this prediction, that the writer

of the article knew it, and that the true PUrpose. behind the article was
e try teo persuade the Um_ted States not to aid: France in d@vel’op;%
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a nucledr bob. It -was parb of the general campaign to undercut Frmce
~ and Israel. Expanding on the theme, he said Tsrael's industry was far too
- gmall to produce an atom bomb even lf she wanted to,

No new infomation was gained on the subject ef Israells plans for

a power reactor. Contrary to the impression received in a prior imterview,

snd reported in Despatch 532 of March 3, Dr. Bergmarm said the decision
to build a power reacbor had alrsady been taken; however, it would take
at' least two and a half years to construct the experimental reactor now
contemplated, and five to seven years before a large, economically
feasible reactor could be put inte operatien.
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